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DIRK KEMPTHORNE '-
GOVERNOR :
November 1, 2001 ' :

The Honorable- -Spencer Abraham
Secretary, U.S. Department of - Enetgy

Dear Secretary Abraham-

]amdlsappomtzdlwon’tbememngthhyou. WhanDQE:ucheduledyourmnnapparmty
wasnotdeemedmpommthatlwnscommamdzoanomcrfmcuononﬁmdzte.

lam gladywrbnefnmem'yfowsesonmEELmd Argonne’s technical assets. Harnessing the
Laboratories’ expertise in nuclear energy, subsurface science and other fields will support the
Administration’s strategies for a reliable domsucmgymppty,mndsamnty, and

environwmental pmtecbon.

Unfortunately, in nddiﬁon to the great techmical resources of the National Laboratories, you have
inherited a Departnent that has not honored many of its commitments through the years to [daho
and other states, and in some instances has not acted in good faith. Whether or not- we have
conﬁdmce in pamculzr mdwudmls, we cannot take the Depamnenr'smrd as its sole bond.

Ourrepnsenunvcmeemlyagwdmasumlmedmhuwappmthwmmngme
beleaguered Pit 9 project. They have not, however, established the mechanisms needed to
guacantee DOE‘spexfonnamewhmonrtwomagmememsforPn9haVemled_ The cleanup
ofthcmEElezrgubmwdwastemahomamsmlvcd. -

DOEsullcnnﬁvmddaysmshxpmmﬁommEELmWIPP and it has again pastpaned much
necded decisions oa the treatment of INEEL's bighelevel wasiz.. DOE must meet its legal

. commitments to Idaho and resolve cavironmental problems from historic activities at the INEEIL.
The Snake River Plain Aquifer, which underiies the INEEL, is the main source of drinking 2nd
agricultural water to southem Idaho. We must safeguard the Aquifer and the people,
envxronment,audecnnomythatdcpaﬂomt

Iapprecmymupesonalmstnasmgsamduscofmelabm resources, tackling
historic environinental problems and restoripg-the-Repartment’s credibality with our citizens. [
have faith in you Spence. [ belicve yourtan provide fhe solutions we seck.
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Govemnor
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